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AN INCIDENT AT SCHOOL

I have already said I was not a very pleasant student at
school or college for the authorities, and I was always get-
ting into some trouble or other. The authorities, however
were good to me, and I always received the greatest
amount of consideration and affection from them. Some of
my fellow students, I fear, suspected that it was due to my
being the son of the much respected honorary Secretary of
the College and one of its chief founders. I personally do
not think so, for the same consideration was extended to all,
however much their inferiority complex might drive them to
think otherwise. I am talking of 1907, when I was in the
tenth or the highest class of the High School, and
Mr. Arundale was the Headmaster. The student movement
was strong in the country, and authorities were anxious,
However they may have treated students elsewhere, the
authorities of the Central Hindu College, under the inspira-
tion of Mrs. Besant, were scrupulously kind and considerate,
and took much personal interest in them, especially the
more active-minded, who might be regarded either as
' naughty ' or ' high-spirited ' from different points of view.
They attended most of the students' meetings and them-
selves addressed them. Mrs. Besant used often to visit
the College and give lectures. She also had private talks
with many.

My class had occasion once to quarrel with the Assistant
Headmaster, Babu Shyam Sunder Das322, who deserves all
praise for his affectionate concern for the students, and for
his unique services to the cause of Hindi323, to which he has